
THE DAY LIGHT WAS BORN 
WEEK 1 – MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR 

 

 

OPENING 

Most Complicated Time of The Year /// Every family gets complicated.  

Christmas: Compresses the Time Frame and Forces Choices & Intimacy  

The Christmas Season reminds us of…  

1. Problems we cannot solve.   

2. People we cannot control.  

3. Expectations we cannot meet.  

If we’re honest, this season also points us to these truths:  

1. I’m a problem I cannot solve.  

2. I’m the person I cannot seem to control. 

3. I set expectations that no person can meet.  

This Christmas is difficult for some of us because…  

Lost a Loved One  

Lacking Significant Relationships  

Leaving a Season Behind  

Regardless of the difficulty, this is still a season filled with so much joy. 

Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year… 

Not because of what’s happening, but because of what happened.  

EASTER (Day) - Greatest EVENT in Human History.  

CHRISTMAS (Month) - Greatest SEASON in Human History.  

If you’re expecting a difficult Christmas season because of something that 
you’ve LOST, are LACKING, or are LEAVING…  

The fact that you cannot fix Christmas is why God sent His Son Jesus into the 
world.  

Christmas is not the most wonderful time of the year because of who is WITH US, 

but because of who is FOR US.  

  



THE LIGHT JOHN SAW  

Four Gospels: 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke have a similar perspective. 

Mark written first (from Peter) around 60-70AD (30 years after Jesus).  

Luke and Matthew build on the work of Mark and both include the birth stories.  

John’s is written last - between 90-100AD.  

John is an old man. He’s been telling these stories for YEARS. 
Now he decides to record them.  

Who was John?  

He originally was a fisherman.  

Called by Jesus. One of the “inner three”.  

On the Cross, Jesus asks John to take care of his mother.  

He was one of the first to go to the empty tomb. 

He became one of the early church leaders (Ephesus).  

He was the only one of the 12 to die naturally (Judas - suicide / others executed).  

After the attempted execution, he was exiled.  

As John begins his Gospel, he doesn’t tell the story of Jesus’ birth. Instead, John 
begins by telling us about the significance of the birth of Jesus. (why this is the 
most wonderful time of the year).  

If you’re facing a difficult season, John was as familiar with pain as any of us…  

The Roman Invasion of Jerusalem 

1. Rome built an empire by enslaving nations and exploiting them… Israel included.  

2. During John’s lifetime, Rome launch legions into Israel.  

3. At their hands, John saw unimaginable horror.  

4. Around 70AD Rome marched through Galilee, herding the Jewish zealots into 

Jerusalem.  

5. They were unable to take the city, because of the fortification of its wall.  

6. The Roman army built another wall and dug a huge trench around the city and 
barricaded the residents inside the city for 7 months.  

7. Anyone caught trying to escape was killed.  

8. Many starved to death. Diseases broke out.  

9. After 7 months, the Roman army finally breached the wall and Jerusalem fell.  

10. Historian Josephus estimates that 1.1 million people were killed in Jerusalem in the 

invasion and almost 100,000 were sold into slavery.  

11. For the Jews, the worst of the worst happened… the Romans destroyed the temple.  

12. John lost friends. John lost family.  

  



THE LIGHT JOHN SAW – CONT.  

At the end of his record of the life of Jesus, John shows that after all of the pain 
he had experienced, he still believed. 

“Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus 

is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.” John 20:30-31 

While times were tough after the death of Jesus, do you remember the they 

were difficult at the time of his birth too?  

1. Herod the Great - Ruled Israel as a “client Roman King”  

2. He was a madman - killing most of his family for suspected treason  

3. At the rumor of the “birth of the King of the Jews” Herod sent butchers 
into Bethlehem to kill little boys under two years old.  

Where does John start the story of Jesus? He skips the birth and goes straight to 
the message he had seen, heard, and shared…  

“In him was life…”  

1. Literally “in him, life was”  

2. Not biological life. Something more. Bigger. Better.  

3. In a world that is more characterized by death, in Him I saw life.  

 “And that life was the light of all mankind…”  

1. In that newborn, and the man, was something that would change all 
mankind 

2. His friend Jesus brought something for everyone.  

3. The best way John knew to describe it was not in Jewish terms / not 
relationally…  

4. For John, the best way to introduce us to Jesus was calling Him the “light 
of the world”.  

Then he made this shocking statement.. 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” John 
1:4-5 

After all that John had seen and lost, he concluded that the darkness CANNOT 
win.  

In the end, light will win.  

 

CONCLUSION 



So, this Christmas… 

1. As we experience the complication and unmet expectations… 

2. As we miss loved ones… 

3. As we’re reminded of the darkness in this world and in our hearts… 

4. When those we love remind of those we miss…  

5. When what we get reminds us of things we’ll never get…  

We’re reminded that…  

There is life and light that breaks through the darkness.  

Jesus is that light.  

This is where we find our hope. (Most wonderful time of the year)  

Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year not because of what’s 

happening, but because of what happened when God sent His Son Jesus into 
the world.  

 

 


