
CHEMISTRY 
WEEK 3 – TOGETHER (CHURCH) 

 

 

EASTER INVITES  

“82% of people who are not attending church are “somewhat likely” to attend 
church if they are personally invited.” Thom Rainer (from “The Unchurched Next Door”) 

“38% of people surveyed said they were more open to an invitation that 
involves faith during the season of Easter.”  

A Good Invitation 

Use Social Media with the hashtag #EASTERatVORTEX  

Personally Invite Friends & Family  

1. Offer to meet them and sit with them. 
2. Offer to take them to breakfast before or lunch after.  

 

 

FOLLOW THE ROPE  

In the late 1800’s, as the settlement and farming of the northern mid-west 
began to spread an epidemic of deaths began to occur…  

Farmers were freezing to death.  

In what is called “extreme white-out” conditions, visibility becomes so limited 
that you cannot see your hand in front of your face.  

Farmers, leaving their houses to do their necessary, daily chores, would get 
caught in one of these storms and literally get lost in their backyards.  

Many of them died just feet from their backdoors, unable to see the way home.  

The solution: tie a rope from your backdoor to the barn.  

If you lost hold of the rope in a storm, it would almost certainly lead to death.  

Even today, meteorologists suggest that if you have to get out in one of those 

storms, tie a rope to your back door so you can find your way home.  

Many of us have got lost in the storms of life doing good, necessary things.  

While focusing on those good, necessary things, we’ve let go of the rope that 

leads us home in the middle of the storm.  
 

  



WHAT IS THE ROPE WE SHOULD HOLD TO? 

“Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of 
three strands is not quickly broken.” Ecclesiastes 4:12 

A strong rope is made up of several parts woven together.  

What are the parts that make up the “rope of life”? 

“One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, 

which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

“Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. 

“And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:34-40 

1. A LIFE-GIVING relationship with JESUS 

2. A LOVING relationship with our “NEIGHBORS”   

3. The Chance To Use Your Abilities and Gifts To Make An Eternal Difference In 

Other’s Lives  
 

 

THE CHURCH  

The Local Church unites our relationships with God, friendship with others, and 

our ability to serve under a common purpose to make a significant difference. 

The Church is what guides us home.  

“Christ is the one who holds the building together and makes it grow into a holy 

temple for the Lord. You are like a building with the apostles and prophets as the 

foundation and with Christ as the most important stone. You Gentiles are no 
longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens with everyone else who 

belongs to the family of God.” Ephesians 2:19-21 

“We should keep on encouraging each other to be thoughtful and to do helpful 
things. Some people have given up the habit of meeting for worship, but we 
must not do that. We should keep on encouraging each other, especially since 
you know that the day of the Lord's coming is getting closer.” Hebrews 10:24-25 

“Simon Peter spoke up, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus 
told him: Simon, son of Jonah, you are blessed! You didn't discover this on your 
own. It was shown to you by my Father in heaven. So, I will call you Peter, which 

means “a rock.” On this rock I will build my church, and death itself will not 
have any power over it.” Matthew 16:16-18 

  



FINDING CHEMISTRY & CONNECTION AT VORTEX  

Here are tensions we choose to find balance in…  

1.  We are culturally liberal and theologically conservative.  

• Culture is not our guide. The Word of God is our standard.  

• Example: Alcohol  

• Example: Media and Music  

• Example: Language   

2. We are politically neutral but morally centered.  

• What the Bible cares about, we want to care about. 

• Life is Sacred & Should be Protected…  
Not just a Republican Idea, it’s a Biblical Idea  

• The World Is God’s Creation and Should Be Respected & Conserved… 
Not just a Democratic idea…   

• Our greatest hope is not placed in an elected official but in the King of 
ALL KINGS.  

3. We are a staff-led and volunteer-driven movement of faith, hope, and love.  

• Eph. 2:20we – The leadership of the church is it’s foundation – Jesus  

• Leadership isn’t about power, it’s about serving.  

• “Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the 

prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their 

responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the 
church, the body of Christ.” Ephesians 4:11-12 

4. We are unashamedly centered on Jesus.  

• Ref: Matthew 16 / John 12:32 – Life Jesus & Attract Men & Women  

• We do not exist to fulfill your desires.  

• We do not exist to fulfill my desires.  

• Because of our focus on Jesus, we simply exist to…  

o INVITE people to make Jesus the center of their lives.  

o INVEST in your never-ending journey to get closer to Jesus.  
 

 

  



GETTING BETTER – CARING FOR PEOPLE  

THIS YEAR… 
We are going to get better at things we’ve neglected.  

We can do a better job of taking care of people.  

Reminder:  

Care comes from Connection, and for us Connection happens in Groups.  
 

GROUPS:  

• In this season, connection happens primarily in Serve Groups  

• This Fall… We are relaunching church-wide Small Groups.  

 

Defining our Pastoral Care plan…  

1. Counseling  

• Difference: LPC and Pastoral Counseling  

• We want to be available to you, but we’ll recommend a counselor if we 

feel like the issue is outside of our capacity.  

• Day Time Appointments  

2. Death In Our Family  

• We want to be there for you in your time of grief.  

• Our primary concern is the loss of a parent, child, or spouse.  

• If you need us during the loss of a family member... ask and we’ll be there.  

3. Sickness & Health Issues  

• We do not regularly plan hospital visits.  

• We do want to be there if you need us… ask and we’ll be there.  

4. Emergency  

• We are instituting immediately a “Pastor on Call”  

• We WILL NOT answer, but will check messages.  

• Emergency – Not your marriage falling apart / car accident, etc.  

5. Prayer Needs  

• Download the app “PRAY.COM” and select “Vortex Church”  

  



FINDING THE ROPE  

There have been times we haven’t kept the rope tied to home… I repent.  

I’m here today to tell you that we exist because we love people and we want 
to see people far away from Jesus start a relationship with Him and grow closer 
to Him. 

I can promise that to the best of our ability, we’re going to keep the rope tied 
down for you 

 

At Vortex… (comes up together)  

Everyone is welcome because every person matters.  

Nobody is perfect because we all need a Savior.  

Anything is possible when we come together.  

 

Along the way, you might have lost the rope, but today you’re in the perfect 
position to take hold of it again and find your way home.  


